LECTURE II

TURNING now to the other division of early socie-
ties first exhibiting the beginnings of political or-
ganisation, namely, those characterised by peaceful
dispositions, and which extend themselves, not by the
conquest of adjacent tribes and their territories, we
find, although not universally, tendencies towards
democratic instead of monarchical organisation.
This consists usually in the establishment of a coun-
cil composed of elders of superior wisdom and
moderation in which the public authority is lodged.
We find examples of such societies among the bar-
barous tribes of Germany in early ages. Although
nearly all these tribes possessed warlike qualities
which made them formidable in battle, they did
not engage in war generally for the sake of extending
their own sway by the conquest of the territory of
adjacent tribes, but for plunder, or retaliation, or
glory, and some of them were naturally inclined to
peace, not taking up arms except in defence against
hostile attack. Other instances of substantially
similar societies are found among the islanders
of the Pacific, such as the Tahitans, the Tongas,
the Samoans, and the inhabitants of the Sand-
wich Islands, although the external conditions are
different.
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